Foreword
Pediatric anesthesia is one of the most challenging sub-specialties of anesthesiology. Pediatric patients, because of their unique anatomical, physiological and pharmacological characteristics, are not treated as miniature adults and hence, extrapolation of adult data is not feasible.
It is axiomatic that advances in surgery cannot be achieved without concurrent developments in anesthesiology. Over the last two decades, there have been tremendous advances in pediatric surgical procedures and that has been possible only due to simultaneous development of appropriate management strategies and innovative technologies in pediatric anesthesia. Concurrent with these advances, there have been changes in airway management and cardio-pulmonary resuscitation of pediatric patients.
This book entitled Recent Advances in Pediatric Anesthesia intends to provide comprehensive information in a legible and simplified manner. It covers most of the important aspects of pediatric anesthesia such as: psychological preparation and premedication, perioperative fluid management, pediatric airway management, pathophysiology assessment and management of acute pain, pediatric and neonatal resuscitation, anesthesia for premature infants and anesthetic management of pediatric laparoscopic surgical procedures. The topics are very well covered with special emphasis on the recent guidelines and protocols in a tabulated manner. The topics are also adequately referenced.
It gives me immense pleasure to introduce the author of this book, Dr Kirti Nath Saxena, Professor Anesthesiology at MAMC. I have known her for more than 20 years, as a student, resident, and faculty. She is a highly dynamic and articulate author and has put in tremendous effort in compiling this book.
The author has done a commendable job reviewing various aspects of pediatric anesthesia as well as introducing the reader to newer concepts that are and will become more important in the future. I recommend this book since it would prove useful not only for the students, but also for practitioners as well as teachers. Furthermore, it will serve as an excellent reference book for other providers including surgeons and anesthesiologists who care for pediatric patients. I am sure the readers of this book will benefit substantially from it.
I wish this endeavor all success. 
Dr CK Dua

Preface
The field of anesthesiology is expanding so rapidly that it is difficult to keep pace with new developments every day. As an academician working and teaching in a premier medical college of India, I am priviledged to have access to the latest journals and books in my subject and have felt the need for the practitioners of my speciality to have the same. The aim of bringing out this publication is to bridge the gap between textbooks and journals. Though most of this information is available in journals, our endeavor is to present this knowledge in a concise and articulate manner in one place. It is aimed at the busy practitioners and postgraduate students specializing in this field.
This book is the first in a series on recent advances in the field of anesthesiology. The focus of this issue is on pediatric anesthesia which has seen some major pathbreaking changes which are also related to rapid strides in the field of pediatric surgery.
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